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A SYMPHONY
TO RELIGIOUS FREEDOM
for baritone soloist, mixed choir with four voices,
flute and string orchestra
Composer: Armando Pierucci, ofm
Duni Choir and Orchestra of the Conservatory of Music of Matera (I)
Director: Carmine Antonio Catenazzo
Baritone: Carlo Rotunno

many dimensions
At a time that is scarred by increased persecution and discrimination, by terrible acts of violence and religious intolerance - often costing lives - or by
apparently softer but more sophisticated forms of prejudice and opposition against the faithful and their religious symbols, the Symphony to Religious
Freedom aims to be a testimony and a call to the governments and people of good will to renew their commitment to support religious freedom, a
principle set forth in Article 18 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.
A recent Pew study shows that over 70% of the world’s population live in countries where religious freedom is not guaranteed. The current
international situation glaringly shows the importance of religious freedom for peace. Denying religious freedom leads ultimately to the denial of a
true and lasting peace for the whole human family.
The Symphony to Religious Freedom was written in Jerusalem and is inspired by musical themes from different religious traditions, gathered into a
symphony. It thus brings together differing ancient traditions from Jerusalem and the Middle East, where the faithful have learned to live their diversity
and their differences in a peaceful way, which, even though it has not been easy, has at least been a reality over the centuries. Where better than in
Jerusalem, with its Jewish, Christian and Muslim communities, can the importance of religious freedom and peace be measured in a tangible way?
The promoters of this cultural project wish to share, with both the religious and secular authorities, their belief in the importance of religious freedom
in today’s world. The concert itinerary, which begins in Jerusalem and then leads to Geneva, reflects this wish together with many other dimensions
of the project: In Jerusalem, the Holy City for the three great monotheistic religions, various religious leaders are invited to the concert. In Geneva,
the European headquarters of the United Nations, the concert is addressed to the diplomatic corps.

“RELIGIOUS FREEDOM, PATH TO PEACE”
A CULTURAL PROJECT BORN IN JERUSALEM

